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matter of profound concern ; but what I should
be inclined to censure was that it was really a
matter of profound concern with ourselves ; and
we did not take a kindly and paternal interest in
the matter, so much as the interest of enthusiasts
and partisans.
It is very difficult to see how to alter this.
Probably, like other deep-seated national ten-
dencies, it will have to cure itself. It would be
impossible to insist that the educators of youth
should suppress the interest which they instinc-
tively and genuinely feel in games, and profess
an interest in intellectual matters which they do
not really feel. No good would come out of
practising hypocrisy in the matter, from however
high a motive. While schoolmasters rush off to golf
whenever they get a chance, and fill their holidays
to the brim with games of various kinds, it would
be simply hypocritical to attempt to conceal the
truth ; and the difficulty is increased by the fact
that, while parents and boys alike feel as they do
about the essential importance of games, head-
masters are more or less bound to select men for
masterships who are proficient in them ; because
whatever else has to be attended to at school,
games have to be attended to; and, moreover, a